Abdominal Complications After Lung Transplantation in a Brazilian Single Center.
Surgical and nonsurgical abdominal complications have been described after lung transplantation. However, there is limited data on this event in this population. The objective of this study was to analyze the incidence of abdominal complications in patients undergoing lung transplantation at the Heart Institute of the Faculty of Medicine, University of São Paulo (InCor-HCFMUSP) between the years 2003 and 2016. The main causes of abdominal complications were inflammatory acute abdomen (7 patients; 14%), obstructive acute abdomen (9 patients; 18%), gastroparesis (4 patients; 8%), distal intestinal obstruction syndrome (4 patients; 8%), perforated acute abdomen (7 patients; 14%), cytomegalovirus (CMV; 6 patients; 12%), and other reasons (12 patients; 26%). Separating these patients according to Clavien-Dindo classification, we had 21 patients (43%) with complications grade II, 4 patients (8%) with complications grade IIIa, 7 patients (14%) with grade IIIb complications, 7 patients (14%) with grade IV complications, and 10 patients (21%) with grade complications V. In conclusion, abdominal disorders are seriously increased after lung transplantation and correlate with a high mortality. Early abdominal surgical complication has worse prognosis.